She by Smith, J. D.
CutBank 
Volume 1 
Issue 26 CutBank 26 Article 5 
Spring 1986 
She 
J. D. Smith 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 
 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
Smith, J. D. (1986) "She," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 26 , Article 5. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss26/5 
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
14 J.D.  Smith
She
There is a woman in the world 
who lives between places, 
the woman of the cleft 
in the sprouting bean.
The m oon tugs at 
her ebb and flow.
She walks boundary lines 
to gather fern-tips for food, 
slips through kitchens 
to steal the flavor from bread, 
leave the loaves.
Her skin does not touch
its dress, that shifts with lighting,
outside one color’s hold.
Unm anned, unchilded, she
bears private seasons,
saves her flesh for the cattails,
the seashell breeze.
—  J.D . Sm ith
